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At Blakehill, we understand that handwriting is a key component of writing development and it is taught explicitly and regularly across the school. Consistent routines and high expectations ensure pupils develop legible, fluent handwriting that supports their overall written communication. School uses the PenPals Handwriting Scheme.
All staff share responsibility for modelling and maintaining high standards of handwriting across all areas of the curriculum.

Whole School Expectations
· Handwriting is taught explicitly and regularly in every year group.
· Teaching begins early in Reception and is in addition to writing in phonics lessons.
· Pupils are taught consistent routines that support correct handwriting habits.
· All staff model the school’s agreed handwriting style whenever writing for pupils.
· High expectations for presentation and handwriting are maintained across all subjects.
Core Handwriting Routines
Teachers explicitly teach and reinforce the following routines to support effective handwriting.
1. Posture
Pupils are taught to:
· Sit with feet flat on the floor
· Sit upright with backs against the chair
· Keep both forearms resting comfortably on the table
· Position their body so they are facing their work
Teachers should regularly check and correct posture during writing tasks.
2. Paper Positioning
Teachers ensure pupils position their paper correctly.
· Right-handed pupils: paper angled slightly to the left.
· Left-handed pupils: paper angled slightly to the right.
This helps pupils write comfortably and maintain a natural writing flow.
3. Pencil Grip
Pupils are taught to hold the pencil using the tripod grip.
Staff should:
· Explicitly teach the tripod grip.
· Remind pupils to maintain it during writing.
· Provide gentle correction where needed.
· Support pupils who struggle by providing appropriate equipment.

Teaching Handwriting
Handwriting instruction focuses on developing:
· Correct letter formation
· Appropriate letter size
· Consistent orientation
· Clear spacing between letters and words
· Consistency and fluency
Teachers should ensure handwriting teaching is systematic and progressive across year groups.

Modelling Handwriting
Teachers routinely model handwriting to demonstrate:
· How letters are formed
· The correct size and orientation
· Consistent spacing between letters and words
When modelling handwriting, staff must:
· Use the school’s agreed handwriting style
· Write clearly and legibly
· Ensure pupils can clearly see how letters are formed.
All adults working with pupils should provide high-quality handwriting models.

Regular Practice
Teachers ensure that:
· Pupils regularly practise handwriting in every year group.
· Practice supports the development of physical control, fluency and legibility.
· Handwriting is reinforced across the curriculum, not just in writing lessons.

Supporting Pupils Who Need Additional Help
Some pupils may need additional support to develop handwriting skills.
Teachers should:
· Identify pupils who require additional support early.
· Provide appropriate resources and equipment where needed.
· Work with the SENCO and support staff to identify effective strategies.
· Implement adaptations or targeted support where appropriate.

Staff Responsibilities
All adults working with pupils must:
· Maintain high expectations for handwriting and presentation.
· Consistently model the school’s handwriting style.
· Reinforce correct posture, paper positioning and pencil grip.
· Provide regular opportunities for handwriting practice.
· Support pupils in developing fluency and legibility.
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Handwriting Progression Document
Whole School Guidance
The school follows PenPals: a consistent, school-wide approach to handwriting with a clearly sequenced progression. This enables pupils to gradually develop the physical skills, knowledge and habits required for legible, fluent and efficient handwriting.
Handwriting is taught explicitly and regularly in every year group. Teaching focuses first on secure print handwriting before introducing joined handwriting. Once pupils have mastered print handwriting, teaching increasingly supports speed, fluency and consistency.
The agreed handwriting routines — including posture, paper positioning and tripod grip — are taught and reinforced across all year groups.
Whole School Principles
· Letter formation is taught from the start of Reception.
· Pupils must master print handwriting before learning joined handwriting.
· Teachers model the school’s agreed handwriting style in all lessons.
· Teachers monitor pupils’ handwriting development and intervene early when pupils fall behind.
· Pupils who struggle receive additional support and targeted practice.
· Staff observe pupils during handwriting practice to prevent incorrect letter formation becoming embedded.
Handwriting Progression by Phase
Reception
Focus : Developing early handwriting habits and correct letter formation.
Pupils will:
· Learn correct sitting posture and pencil grip.
· Begin using the tripod grip.
· Develop fine motor control through early mark-making activities.
· Learn correct formation of letters alongside phonics teaching.
· Begin writing print letters clearly and accurately.
· Practise writing their name and simple words.
Teaching emphasis
· Correct letter formation
· Pencil control
· Gross and fine motor development
· Establishing consistent routines

Key Stage 1 (Year 1 and Year 2)
Focus: Securing correct letter formation and developing consistency in print handwriting.
Pupils will:
· Consolidate correct formation of all lower-case letters.
· Form capital letters and numbers correctly.
· Develop consistent letter size and orientation.
· Begin to understand appropriate spacing between words.
· Write sentences with increasing control and legibility.
Teaching emphasis
· Accuracy of letter formation
· Letter size and orientation
· Spacing between words
· Maintaining correct posture, paper position and grip
Joined handwriting is not introduced until pupils have mastered print handwriting.
Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 and Year 4)
Focus: Introducing joined handwriting and developing fluency.
Pupils will:
• Begin learning joined handwriting once print handwriting is secure.
• Learn and practise the main joins between letters.
• Apply joins in common letter combinations and familiar words.
• Maintain correct letter formation when joining letters.
• Use joined handwriting increasingly across longer pieces of writing.
• Develop consistent letter size, orientation and spacing between words.
• Write with increasing fluency while maintaining legibility.
• Begin to write more efficiently and confidently across different subjects.
Teaching emphasis
• Correct and consistent joins between letters
• Maintaining clear and accurate letter formation
• Developing fluency and writing stamina
• Consistency in letter size, spacing and orientation
Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 – Year 6)
Focus: Developing efficient, fluent and personal handwriting.
Pupils will:
· Write using fluent joined handwriting.
· Maintain legibility when writing at speed.
· Develop a consistent personal handwriting style.
· Write quickly and clearly across all subjects.
Teaching emphasis
· Fluency and writing speed
· Maintaining legibility
· Consistency in presentation
· Applying handwriting skills across the curriculum
Monitoring and Supporting Progress
Teachers monitor handwriting development regularly to ensure pupils make expected progress.
Teachers will:
· Observe pupils carefully during handwriting practice.
· Provide immediate feedback where letter formation is incorrect.
· Prevent pupils from repeatedly practising errors.
· Identify pupils who are not progressing in line with peers.
· Provide additional support and targeted practice.

Supporting Pupils Who Need Additional Help
Pupils who struggle with handwriting are identified early.
Teachers will:
· Focus on these pupils during handwriting lessons.
· Provide individual feedback and guidance.
· Ensure pupils practise the knowledge and skills they are missing.
· Work with the SENCO and support staff where appropriate.
· Provide adapted resources or equipment if required.

Staff Responsibilities
All adults working with pupils should:
· Reinforce consistent handwriting routines.
· Maintain high expectations for handwriting and presentation.
· Model clear and legible handwriting at all times.
· Support pupils to develop fluency, legibility and consistency.
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