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Curriculum Expectations

Blakehill Primary ensures the pupils are offered an engaging curriculum that builds confident and well-rounded pupils. Research highlights the powerful influence of expectations on performance, motivation, and well-being. Setting clear, positive, and achievable expectations, while also managing expectations to avoid undue pressure, can lead to more positive outcomes in the classroom and wider school environment. Clear expectations are laid out below to support subject leads in monitoring and developing their subject area and are also in place to support classroom teachers in meeting the requirements of each area of the curriculum. 


                                                                  English 
Writing 
· Lessons to follow the 4-part Blakehill lesson structure. 
· Many opportunities for Oracy are planned for throughout each lesson and throughout the sequence of learning. 
· Recall and retrieval practice to be evident throughout. 
· The punctuation and grammar glossaries to be referred to throughout the planning process to ensure consistency for all.
· Planning to follow the 5-phase teaching sequence and the adapted version for KS1. 
· At least two end of unit Big Writes each half term will be completed to showcase all the learning that happened within each unit of work. 
· Each half term, teachers will assess pupils’ work using the writing assessment grids. 
· Each term a photocopied piece of writing will be put in the writing folders with the assessment grid (Aut 2, Spr 2 and Sum 2).
· Working walls will follow the expectations laid out in the classroom expectations document. (Sep 25)
· Success criteria without examples will be used to support pupils completing their Big Write. (Sep 25)
· Feedback and pupil books to evident the high standards we have at Blakehill in line with the expectation document for pupil books. (Sep 25)
· In Year 3,4 and 5, GPS tests (NFER) to be taken termly by all pupils and data collated on the school system. 
· In Year 2 and 6 GPS tests (SATs) to be taken half -termly starting in Autumn 2 for Year 2, and data collated on the school system. 

Phonics 
· The ‘Little Wandle’ scheme of work and resources are used for teaching phonics. 
· Phonics starts in EYFS and takes place daily up to Year 2.
· Phonics books are used in EYFS, year 1 and Year 2 to evidence learning. 
· Phonics books do not need any marking.
· Assessments are completed using the LW assessment tracker at the end of each teaching unit (approximately 5 weeks into a half term).
· Interventions are implemented in EYFS/KS1 using Little Wandle daily catch up and rapid catch-up programmes. Children who are orange or red at an assessment point will receive intervention support. Children with gaps are reassessed every 3 weeks. 
· In KS2, the rapid catch-up programme is in place until all children have completed phase 5 successfully. They are identified using the Little Wandle rapid catch-up assessment. 
Spelling 
· In Year 1 and 2, Little Wandle key words linked to their phonics and focus on GPC words are the focus of spellings.
· In Year 2, after the phase 5 review section is completed, spelling lists will be sent home. These will be taken from Bridge to spelling. This will start when appropriate however it is expected to be in place by the end of Spring term. This does involve looking at spelling rules and exploring words through discussion in preparation for KS2. 
· Year 3 to 6 use the Babcock Spelling scheme. This is linked to national curriculum objectives and involves lots of talk around words as well as learning spelling rules. Statutory word lists are also focused on in the appropriate year group.
· A focus spelling session is timetabled at least 3 times a week in these year groups.
· Phonics will continue to be referred to throughout the school. 
· Weekly spelling lists to be sent out on the Look, Cover, Say sheets. 

Reading EYFS and Year 1
· The Little Wandle scheme of work is used. This scheme follows the 3-lesson teaching structure (3 days).
· Each reading session is 20-30 mins. 
· Little Wandle books are read in reading sessions then sent home to read. 
· Little Wandle assessments are completed every 5 weeks to support grouping the pupils appropriately. Teacher judgement supports here also.
· Reading folders are used to track pupils’ attainment and progress.
· Assessment data and teacher judgement is used to identify focus GPCs or tricky words for the retrieval part of each session. 
· Year 1 complete one NFER Reading test in summer term to support end of year judgements. 
Reading Year 2 – Year 6
· Lots of opportunity for pupil talk and discussion is planned for. 
· Lessons follow the Reading lesson plan structure as laid out in the Blakehill reading notebook.
· Pupils complete tasks in books with clear headings e.g. Vocabulary corner, rapid retrieval etc. 
· Reading corners to be kept simple and tidy and presented as laid out in the classroom expectations document (Sep 25)
· Peer and self-marking as well as live marking is expected in Reading. Any extra feedback outside of a highlighted objective and teacher acknowledgement is not required for Reading books.
· In year 3, 4 and 5, Reading tests (NFER) to be taken termly and data collated on the school system. 
· Reading tests (SATs) to be taken half-termly in Year 2 and Year 6, starting in Autumn 2 for Year 2. .  

Handwriting 
· In EYFS Little Wandle supports through letter formation sheet until all single graphemes have been taught. The pupils then transition over to the Penpal scheme which is used across school. 
· In Year 1 handwriting formation is the focus of the ‘apply’ part of the lesson alongside dictation to support pupils in this area in Autumn term.
· In Year 2 - 5 pupils are taught whole class sessions at least three times per week. Each session needs to be at least 15 mins long.
· High expectations are placed on writing in the afternoons so it matches writing in English books. 
· Handwriting lessons can be evidenced in the back of the child’s English book under a short date. 
· In year 6, whole class teaching sessions are timetabled if needed. Otherwise, intervention groups are set up to support the small group of pupils not meeting the criteria. 
Maths
· The Maths learning environment is to be in line with the Expectation in Learning Environments documents (Sep 25).
· Pupil books and marking to be in line with the Expectation of pupil book document (Sep 25)
· White Rose Maths scheme and resources to support the teaching of Maths across school.
· Oracy and a dialogic approach as well as a self-enquiry approach will be evident in Maths lessons. 
· Lots of opportunity for recall and retrieval activities will be planned for. 
· Resources to support or scaffold learning is readily available and clearly labelled. 
· Class teachers to use the slim line version of White Rose in order to meet all the needs of the National Curriculum. 
· Teachers to consistently follow the Calculations Policy issued in September 25. 
· Each lesson follows the 4-part structure:
Retrieve – KIRFs, arithmetic & closing the gap tasks evidenced in books at least 3 times per week.
Build – Teach to the national curriculum statements using WRMH which need to be slim-lined to suit the needs of your children. There needs to be lots of opportunity for discussion to engage all children. 
Apply – Children complete a meaningful task linked to the learning objective and evidenced in books. There should be evidence of fluency and word and reasoning problems per unit, each lesson does not need all 3 elements. Children need to be fluent before they apply learning. 
Reflect – children are given time to reflect at the end of each lesson, this can be verbally or evidenced in books.



Science
· Science follows the Kapow scheme of work to ensure progression across school from Year 1 to 6.
· Science is primarily taught in EYFS through provision.
· Lessons to follow the 4-part Blakehill lesson structure.
· Opportunities for Oracy are planned for throughout each lesson and throughout the sequence of learning. 
· Recall and retrieval practice to be evident throughout. 
· The vocabulary and glossary linked to the specific unit of work to be referred to throughout the planning process to ensure consistency for all.
· Five or six units of work are expected to be covered per academic year with each unit broken down into at least 6 lessons as laid out in the scheme. These units are to be taught separately with work evidenced in Science/DT books.
· Science lessons to include the knowledge building aspects as well as the investigative science work. 
· Working walls to follow expectations as laid out in the Classroom Environment expectations document (Sep 25)
· Feedback and pupil books to evident the high standards we have at Blakehill in line with the expectation document for pupil books. (Sep 25)


Religious Education
· RE at Blakehill follows the ‘Believing and Belonging’ Agreed Syllabus.
· Lessons to follow the 4-part Blakehill lesson structure.
· Lesson plans, Powerpoints and Knowledge Organisers for each unit of work found in the Planning Folder. These are to be adapted for each class and their individual needs.
· Opportunities for Oracy are planned for throughout each lesson and throughout the sequence of learning. 
· Recall and retrieval practice to be evident throughout. 
· The Knowledge Organiser linked to the specific unit of work to be referred to throughout the planning process to ensure consistency for all.
· Feedback and pupil books to evident the high standards we have at Blakehill in line with the expectation document for pupil books. (Sep 25)
· RE must be allocated at least the equivalent of an hour a week, this can be organised as you see fit, for example a lesson a week, an afternoon of RE every fortnight or a block of RE lessons.
· RE should be evidenced in books where possible.



History
· History at Blakehill has been developed into Schemes of Work.
· Lessons to follow the 4-part Blakehill lesson structure.
· Schemes of work found in the Planning Folder. These are to be adapted for each class and their individual needs.
· Opportunities Oracy are planned for throughout each lesson and throughout the sequence of learning. 
· Recall and retrieval practice to be evident throughout. 
· The Vocabulary and Glossary linked to the specific unit of work to be referred to throughout the planning process to ensure consistency for all.
· Three units of work are expected to be covered per academic year with each unit broken down into at least 6 lessons as laid out in the scheme. 
· Working walls to follow expectations as laid out in the Classroom Environment expectations document (Sep 25)
· Feedback and pupil books to evident the high standards we have at Blakehill in line with the expectation document for pupil books. (Sep 25)


Geography 
· Lessons to follow the 4-part Blakehill lesson structure. 
· Many opportunities for Oracy are planned for throughout each lesson and throughout the sequence of learning. 
· Recall and retrieval practice to be evident throughout. 
· Key Vocabulary to be shared on ‘Topic’ working walls which will follow the expectations laid out in the classroom expectations document. (Sep 25)
· Three units of work per academic year, usually broken into around 6 steps/lessons as shared in school planning files & long term plans.
· Work from each step/lesson to be evidenced either in pupil books.
· Feedback and pupil books to evident the high standards we have at Blakehill in line with the expectation document for pupil books. (Sep 25)







Art 
· All units of work to follow the Kapow framework.
· Can be taught as a block. Each block has 5 lessons for each term. (drawing, painting, sculpture/craft and design) (see long term plan)
· Linked artists are included in the Kapow scheme.
· All children from year 1 have a sketchbook. Sketchbooks change every 2 years 1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (can be taken home after the two years)
· Small printed date and Learning objective at the top of the page for each lesson.
· There is not always a final piece for each block but progression of skills should be shown.
· Art work does not need to be marked but should be acknowledged by a tick or signature.
· Sketchbooks should be created by the children and no adult sheets should be stuck in.
· In EYFS KAPOW can be used as a reference for provision both in and outdoors throughout the whole year. Short inputs if needed.
· Priorities verbal feedback during teaching.
· Ensure lessons are prepared well and resourced prior to each block. 


DT 
· Follow Kapow scheme - Kapow can be used to enhance provision in EYFS
· 4 part lesson plan – Retrieve, Build, Apply & Reflect
· Follow whole school marking policy – extend with further questioning where possible. Prioritise verbal feedback during the lessons.
·  DT to be taught in a block – refer to LTP 
· Pupil work to be evidenced in Science & DT books. 
· Lessons to have dates and learning objectives – including the website
· Ensure lessons are resourced and prepared prior to starting block of learning
· Ensure all resources are returned and let DT lead know if anything needs ordering/ replenishing
·  Ensure the final piece is evaluated with next steps available

Music 
· Teachers to access and follow the Charanga Model Music Curriculum weekly (Username: 85234 Password: drumming2018)
· EYFS to have a clear music area of provision
· EYFS to follow Charanga Original Curriculum
· Rec – Yr2 to have singing lessons with a specialist music tutor on a Wednesday. This is done on a rotation each half term. (This does not replace charanga model music lessons)
· KS2 children to attend weekly singing assemblies on a Wednesday at 2.45pm – 3.00pm with specialist music tutor
· EYFS and KS1 children to attend weekly singing assemblies on a Thursday at 2.45pm – 3.00pm with Miss Stocks (music lead)
· KS1 music is led by class teachers using the charanga model music curriculum, building skills through singing, percussion and use of the glockenspiel. 
· Yr3’s music lessons are covered by a specialist music tutor with skills being developed through learning the recorder.
· Yr4’s music lessons are covered by class teachers and music skills are built through continued development of recorder skills. 
· Yr5 and 6’s music lessons are covered by music specialists with skills being developed through learning the Ukulele.
· All classes to take the opportunity for performance through class assembly, Christmas performances or other special occasion days. 


Spanish 
· Spanish lessons are taught from Years 3 – 6.
· Lessons are taught by a specialist Spanish linguist. 
· Lessons are interactive and focused around Oracy to support the learning of a new language. 
· Pupils have Spanish books which move up with the pupils recording progression of the learning. New books will be given in Year 5. 

PE
· One indoor and outdoor unit of work is covered each half term for all classes across school. These lessons ensure complete coverage of the National Curriculum.
· PE in EYFS is taught through continuous outdoor provision. 
· Most of the PE lessons are taught by PE specialists; some of the lessons are taught by class teachers. 
· Correct PE kit must be worn when taking part in PE lessons: blue or white t-shirt, black or blue shorts/joggers, black pumps or a pair of trainers.
· Swimming lessons take part in year 4 at a local swimming pool led by qualified instructors. 
· Each lesson must include warm up and cool down exercises as well as an opportunity to learn new skills, practise skills and apply skills in various activities/games. 
· PE lessons follow the PE online scheme of work however these lessons are adapted to meet the needs of the class.
· There are lots of opportunity to take part in competitive sport in out of school competitions and also opportunity to develop skills further in after school clubs. 

Computing
· Computing at Blakehill is taught using NCCE schemes of work. 
· Every teacher has their own login. 
· Teaching and learning covers 4 different strands: computing systems and networks, creating media, programming and data and information.
· Computing is taught at distance, on iPads and chromebooks. 
· All children have gmail addresses which they use to log on Cleverbadge QR codes support this. 
· Teaching and learning is recorded in topic books or saved on children’s gdrives. 
· One e-safety lesson per half term is explicitly taught following our e-safety curriculum. 
· Teachers deliver additional e-safety learning in response to any e-safety safeguarding concerns that arise. They judge whether this is best delivered whole class or as an intervention. 

PHSE
· A unit of work is taught each half-term in conjunction with the Long-term plan.
· A unit of work can be taught in a block or weekly.
· Teachers use the SCARF scheme of work. They may use other materials that support the unit of work that they are teaching at the time.
· Lessons should be planned so that there are lots of opportunities for pupil talk and discussion. Also opportunities for self-reflection.
· The PSHE learning journey may be evidenced in Topic books, if it fits the learning activity but this is not essential.
· A pre-unit and post-unit assessment will be completed before and after the unit of work. This will be evidenced in topic books. 
· PSHE must be evidenced on the website, showing the learning journey.
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